[image: ]   Medication at ECCC: 
What Parents Need to Know

Our priority is to work in partnership with parents to ensure all medication is administered safely, appropriately, and in the best interests of every child.
[bookmark: _fq71udicmze7]Before Bringing Medication to Nursery
· Please complete a medication consent form before staff can give medication to your child.
· Medication must be:
· In its original packaging or container.
· Clearly labelled with your child's name (for prescribed medication).
· In date and safe to use.
· Tell staff:
· What medication your child needs.
· The dose required.
· When the last dose was given.
[bookmark: _62abjds8x6hi]Parents' Responsibilities
· Provide accurate information about your child's medication and health needs.
· Inform us immediately if there are any changes to:
· Medication.
· Dosage.
· Allergies.
· Medical conditions.
· Healthcare plans.
· Collect unused or expired medication when requested.
[bookmark: _9egzthtqrrci]Giving Medication
· Only trained and authorised staff will administer medication.
· Staff carefully check:
· The correct child.
· The correct medication.
· The correct dose and time.
· Expiry dates.
· Parental consent.
· Every dose given is recorded.
[bookmark: _9ya1elbkxzqa]Prescription Medication
· Medication will only be given to the child it has been prescribed for.
· It will be given exactly as instructed on the prescription label or healthcare plan.
· Where possible, medication should be given outside nursery hours, but children will not be excluded if medication is needed during the day.
[bookmark: _6hj9i8vq26ls]Non-Prescription Medication
· Non-prescription medicines are not given routinely.
· Written parental permission is required before administration.
· Medication must be suitable for your child's age and supplied in its original packaging.
[bookmark: _b8z2a04ccoi2]If a Child Becomes Unwell at Nursery
· Children who are already unwell or infectious should not attend.
· In certain circumstances, liquid paracetamol may be given if:
· We already have your written permission.
· All safety checks can be completed.
· Parents will still be contacted and asked to collect their child.
· Medication will never delay emergency medical treatment.
[bookmark: _9y2qoju1mdf1]Children with Medical Conditions
· Children with ongoing health needs may have an Individual Healthcare Plan.
· Plans are developed with parents and relevant health professionals.
· Emergency medication (such as inhalers or EpiPens) will be kept accessible to trained staff.
[bookmark: _jzf6k2r21yl5]Medication Records
· A record is completed every time medication is given.
· Records include:
· Medication given.
· Dose and time.
· Staff member administering it.
· Any reactions or issues.
· Parents will be informed each time medication has been administered.
[bookmark: _v4c62ktcmb9q]Storage and Safety
· All medication is stored securely and kept out of children's reach.
· Emergency medication is stored where authorised staff can access it quickly.
· Medication is safely transported on outings when required.
[bookmark: _2bchr13bm1mk]If a Medication Error Occurs
· Parents will be informed as soon as possible.
· Appropriate medical advice or emergency help will be sought immediately.
· The incident will be investigated to prevent it happening again.
[bookmark: _ix821ee5b88g]Outings and Trips
· Children who require medication will be included in outings whenever safe arrangements can be made.
· Staff will ensure medication and emergency procedures are available during trips.
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