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When should my child stay away from childcare?
Public Health Wales infection exclusion – quick guide for families
	This is a quick guide to some common infections. It is not a diagnostic guide. If your child is unwell, seek appropriate health advice. ECCC follows the current Public Health Wales exclusion guidance, which takes precedence if advice changes.



	Illness / infection
	When can my child return?

	Diarrhoea and/or vomiting
	48 hours after the last episode.

	Chickenpox
	At least 5 days from the start of the rash AND when all blisters have crusted over.

	Hand, foot and mouth
	No routine exclusion if your child is otherwise well enough to attend.

	Impetigo
	When sores are crusted/healed OR 48 hours after starting antibiotics.

	Measles
	4 days after the rash starts (the day the rash starts is day 0).

	Rubella / German measles
	5 days after the rash starts (the day the rash starts is day 0).

	Ringworm
	Once treatment has started.

	Scabies (young children)
	24 hours after the first treatment.

	Scarlet fever
	After a full 24 hours of appropriate antibiotics.

	Strep A / strep throat
	After a full 24 hours of appropriate antibiotics.

	Conjunctivitis
	No routine exclusion, although your child should be well enough to attend.

	Head lice
	No routine exclusion. Treat when live lice are found.

	Whooping cough
	48 hours after starting antibiotics, or 14 days after the cough begins if untreated.

	Respiratory illness including COVID-19
	When your child no longer has a high temperature and is well enough to attend. Mild cold symptoms alone do not normally require exclusion.


Please tell us
Please inform ECCC if your child has a confirmed or suspected infectious disease. Some infections require additional Public Health Wales advice, particularly where there are several cases, a serious illness, or a child/staff member who may be particularly vulnerable.
A useful rule to remember
Vomiting or diarrhoea = 48 hours after the last episode before returning.

Source: Public Health Wales, Exclusion Period for Common Infections including A-Z of Common Infections and Next Steps (July 2025).
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