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	Policy statement

	At ECCC, digital technology is used as one of many tools to support children's curiosity, creativity and learning. Children do not access the internet independently. Any online activity is adult-led and directly supervised.


1. Purpose
This policy explains how ECCC keeps children's use of digital technology safe, proportionate and appropriate to their age and stage of development. It supports ECCC's safeguarding responsibilities under the June 2026 National Minimum Standards, particularly the requirements relating to safeguarding, supervision and safe equipment.
2. How children use technology at ECCC
Children may use technology with an adult as part of play, exploration and reflection. This may include:
using digital cameras to take their own photographs;
using digital microscopes and similar equipment to investigate objects and materials;
using iPads or other approved devices to look back at photographs of themselves, their friends and their experiences;
using the internet with an adult to research a question or interest that has arisen from children's play or exploration.
3. Online safety arrangements
Children never browse the internet independently.
Any internet use is adult-led and directly supervised throughout.
Children do not independently access social media, messaging services, video platforms, online games or other communication services.
Staff choose age-appropriate content and stop access immediately if unsuitable material appears.
Devices used with children are approved for ECCC use and are used in open, observable areas.
Children are supported to use technology respectfully and safely, including taking photographs only in ways that respect other children's privacy and dignity.
4. Photographs and digital images
Photographs and digital images are managed in line with ECCC's permissions, confidentiality and data-protection arrangements. Children may view photographs of themselves and their friends on approved ECCC devices as part of recalling, discussing and reflecting on shared experiences.
Images are only taken, stored, used or shared in accordance with the permissions held for each child.
Children's access to photographs remains supervised by an adult.
Staff do not use personal phones or personal devices to photograph or record children.
The separate ECCC Personal Devices, Mobile Phones & Wearable Technology Policy applies to staff and adult device use.
5. Staff responsibilities
Staff remain responsible for children's supervision whenever technology is used.
Any accidental access to unsuitable online material, safeguarding concern or data/privacy concern is reported immediately to the Daycare Manager / safeguarding lead and managed under the appropriate ECCC procedure.
Technology is used purposefully and does not replace direct play, relationships, physical exploration, outdoor learning or hands-on experiences.
6. Related ECCC policies
Safeguarding / Child Protection Policy.
Personal Devices, Mobile Phones & Wearable Technology Policy.
Confidentiality and Data Protection arrangements.
Permissions & Consents form.
Childcare Health and Safety Policy.
7. NMS 2026 compliance note
The June 2026 NMS does not require a standalone policy titled 'Online Safety Policy'. This short ECCC policy provides clear evidence of how the setting manages digital technology safely within its wider safeguarding, supervision and equipment responsibilities.
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